
WATERFORD UNITED CHURCH  
Lent 2 - March 1, 2026 

Rev. Kellie McComb 
 
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Lent 2 – GOOD ENOUGH Theme continues 
 
OPENING PRAYER (Based on Psalm 27) 
One: Let us pray together: 
Holy One, Our Light and Salvation, we call out to you, sometimes afraid of 
the adversaries in life.  Shelter us in days of trouble, lead us on level paths.  
Open us this day to your grace and peace, transform our frustrations into 
simple and good enough moments that fill our days.  Amen. 
 
HYMN:  Take Time to be Holy     VU #672 
 
YOUNG AT HEART 
HYMN:  Jesus Loves Me     VU #365 
 
Honest Questions, Compassionate Response 
 
Leader: Even Jesus got dang frustrated when folks didn’t behave as he 
would have liked. We probably aren’t receiving death threats from Herod as 
Jesus was, but our wellbeing could be threatened by the idea that if we just 
try hard enough, are nice enough, say just the right thing, life will always go 
our way. We run around in so many directions, trying to herd the chicks into 
some imagined semblance of perfect formation (have you ever tried to herd 
chicks?). What if we could let go of needing all things and all people to be 
“just so” and instead learn to dance with the unfolding of that which is not 
ours to control? Let us take a moment of silent reflection… Silent Reflection 
Leader: Hear this compassionate word from the Psalmist: “I believe that I 
shall see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living. Wait for the 
LORD; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the LORD!”  
Know that already, God is offering us freedom from feeling alone in fixing 
what feels oh so wrong with this world, inviting us to let go of the need to 
be God, so that we might recognize that God is with us, offering courage in 
difficulty.  And know, that despite our sometimes faltering steps, in the 
name of Jesus Christ, you are being forgiven, even now. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.   Glory to God! Amen. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS    read by Garret Forrest 
Genesis 15: 1 - 12, 18 
The LORD’s Covenant with Abram 
15 After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: 
“Do not be afraid, Abram.  I am your shield, your very great reward” 
2 But Abram said, “Sovereign LORD, what can you give me since I remain 
childless and the one who will inherit[c] my estate is Eliezer of 
Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “You have given me no children; so a 
servant in my household will be my heir.”  4 Then the word of the LORD came 
to him: “This man will not be your heir, but a son who is your own flesh and 
blood will be your heir.” 5 He took him outside and said, “Look up at the sky 
and count the stars—if indeed you can count them.” Then he said to him, 
“So shall your offspring[d] be.”  6 Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it 
to him as righteousness.  7 He also said to him, “I am the LORD, who brought 
you out of Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land to take possession of it.” 
8 But Abram said, “Sovereign LORD, how can I know that I will gain possession 
of it?”  9 So the LORD said to him, “Bring me a heifer, a goat and a ram, each 
three years old, along with a dove and a young pigeon.”  10 Abram brought 
all these to him, cut them in two and arranged the halves opposite each 
other; the birds, however, he did not cut in half. 11 Then birds of prey came 
down on the carcasses, but Abram drove them away.  12 As the sun was 
setting, Abram fell into a deep sleep, and a thick and dreadful darkness 
came over him.     18 On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram and 
said, “To your descendants I give this land, from the Wadi of Egypt to the 
great river, the Euphrates— 
 
Gospel Reading 
Luke 13: 31-35 
At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, "Get away from 
here, for Herod wants to kill you."  He said to them, "Go and tell that fox for 
me, 'Listen, I am casting out demons and performing cures today and 
tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work. Yet today, tomorrow, and 
the next day I must be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet to 
be killed outside of Jerusalem.'   
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who 
are sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your children together as a 
hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! See, your 
house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me until the time comes 
when you say, 'Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.'" 
A Word of God that is still speaking, Thanks be to God. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2015%3A1-12%2CGenesis%2015%3A17-18&version=NIV#fen-NIV-363c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2015%3A1-12%2CGenesis%2015%3A17-18&version=NIV#fen-NIV-366d


ANTHEM: Thank You for the Valleys   words printed 
 
MESSAGE: “So much is out of our control.” 
HYMN:  Breathe on me Breath of God     VU #382 
 
OFFERING  -  Doxology - Old 100th   VU #541 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  
Praise Jesus Christ, our burdens know,  
Praise Spirit through whom our hearts grow, 
Praise Three-in-One, from here below. 
Prayer after Offering:  Generous God, in light of your extravagant 
blessings–no matter what the state of the world or our imperfect lives–we 
offer our gifts and ourselves, and know that you transform what we plant 
into the produce of love.  Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and LORD’S PRAYER 
 
CLOSING HYMN:  Jesus Calls Us     VU #562 
 
A BLESSING FOR WHEN YOU REALIZE EVERYONE IS STRUGGLING 
“Blessed are you who see things clearly, where struggle is everyone’s normal.  
You walk among the fellowship of the afflicted, a club no one wants to join.  
And while this life isn’t shiny, it does come with superpowers.  
Superpowers of ever-widening empathy and existential courage  
that gets you back up after another fall  
and a deepened awe at the beauty and love that can be found amid life’s 
rubble.  
Like flowers that grow from the cracks in the sidewalk.  
These virtues blossom in you. And thank God for you.  
Blessed are all of us who struggle, for we are in good company, and we’ll never 
walk alone.” 

 
BENEDICTION (together):  And now, may the God who loves all of creation, 
especially when it’s painful, and Jesus, our companion along this crooked 
path called life, and the Holy Spirit, who loves to improvise in surprising 
ways, go with you, dwell among you, and give you joy. Amen. 
 
CHORAL ENDING:  God Be with You till we Meet Again (vs. 3) 
God be with you till we meet again, when life’s perils thick confound you, 
put unfailing arms around you, God be with you till we meet again. 
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SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 

 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 
Today we are gathered in the traditional territories of several indigenous nations 
with gratitude. As settlers, we take on the responsibility of learning about historic 
and current relationships, and our desire to engage in building right relations. We 

are also mindful of broken covenant, and the need to commit ourselves to deep 
reconciliation and healing. 

The Waterford United Church is a place where everyone is welcome regardless of 
their ability, age, class, ethnicity, gender, race, or sexual orientation. 

______________________________________________________________ 
 

Church Phone:  519-443-5261 
Church Webpage:  www.waterfordunitedchurch.org 
Minister:  Rev. Kellie McComb  rev.kellie@gmail.com  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
All are invited to a LABYRINTH WALK led by Rev. Kellie on Maundy Thursday, 
April 2 at 4:30 and 6:30 p.m.  
Labyrinth Walking Meditation is an 
ancient, active, and meditative practice 
that uses a single, non-branching path 
to guide participants into a state of 
quiet reflection, grounding, and, often, 
spiritual, emotional, or mental clarity. 
Unlike a maze, which is designed for 
puzzles, a labyrinth has no dead ends and simply invites a slow, mindful, and 
intentional journey to the center and back out. Please bring slippers. 
 
THE WORLD DAY OF PRAYER service for the Waterford area will be held on 
Friday, March 6 at 2 pm at Villa Nova Baptist church.  Please join us for this 
ecumenical service, written this year by the women of Nigeria. 
 
GARDEN ALERT - the Trustees are looking for volunteers to work on a clean-
up day for the church yard and gardens. Probably mid-April, date TBA. Also 
we hope to have volunteers for summer and fall maintenance. See the 
bulletin board to sign up or speak to a trustee. Thanks! 
 
GOD SIGHTINGS – you are invited to send “God Sightings” photographs to 
include on our overheads for the “Young at Heart” time during the service.  
Please include a brief description or meaning for your photo.  Send to Cori 
at waterforducmedia@gmail.com  
______________________________________________________________ 

 
WORSHIP AND FAITH COMMITTEE THOUGHTS 

For our reflection this week, we focus on the words from Psalm 121, words 
which have been inspirational to composers of music throughout the years. 
At the beginning of the church, the Psalms were the only music acceptable 
for use during worship. This is a favourite Psalm for many people, because it 
expresses how to find hope during difficult circumstances. Christians 
express God as the rock of salvation and so we are invited to look up to the 
mountains. 

 
 

 
 
 

THANK YOU FOR THE VALLEYS 
 
Sometimes I’m lifted to the mountaintop, where I soar on eagle’s wings.   
Joy overflows and I give you praise as You make my spirit sing. 
There are times when the road ahead leads through the valley of despair. 
Then You take my hand saying, “Follow me, my child.  You are in my care.” 
So I thank You for the valleys, in the valleys my faith can grow. 
In the darkest times, I can trust in You, and more of Your love I can know. 
In the alleys You will carry me, and give me strength anew. 
So I thank You for the valleys Lord; they draw me closer to you. 
 
Even though I walk through the valley, I know that Your way is best. 
And, as You lead me through the darkness in Your arms I can safely rest. 
So I thank You for the valleys, in the valleys my faith can grow. 
In the darkest times, I can trust in You, and more of Your love I can know. 
In the valleys, You will carry me, and give me strength anew. 
So I thank You for the valleys, Lord; they draw me closer to You. 
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